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Christ's Atonement From Two Viewpoints 


There are two ways by which Niagara Falls may be reached. They 
may be reached from the Atlantic Ocean, by going up the St. Lawrence, 
past the Thousand Islands, across Lake Ontario, up the Niagara river, 
past the whirlpool and through the rapids. 


The other way to reach the Falls is to start from the Rocky Mountains, 
and go through the four lakes, Superior, Michigan, Huron, and Erie, 
which are feeders of the Falls. 


As we look at Christ in His atonement, we may view Him from two 
standpoints. We may view the ocean of God’s love as it touches us in 
our necessity, the St. Lawrence of His grace, the thousand and more 
blessings the Lord bestows, the lake of the calm peace with God, and 
the whirlpool and rapids of His power; and we apprehend they all come 
to us from the pains of the Niagara of Christ’s death. 


Or we may view the atoning death of Christ from God’s viewpoint, and 
start from the Rockies of God’s eternal purpose, and trace the wondrous 
path of Christ’s obedience unto death as revealed in the four mighty 
lakes of the four Gospels. Thus we see the mighty display of the deep 
of God’s love calling to the deep of His righteousness as it crashes and 
flows at the Niagara of Christ’s death. 


—Frederick Edward Marsh 
WHY DID CHRIST DIE?, Zondervan 
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This time our theme is the death 
of Christ, viewing the atonement from 
the Reformed perspective. Additional 
copies of this entire series of five 
special issues will be made available 
at 50c per set, or 3 sets for $1.00. 





We recently saw the generous news- 
paper advertising announcing a week- 
long “Crusade for Christ’? sponsored 
and conducted entirely by laymen, in 
Charleston, W. Va. With the chief 
of police of Dunbar, W. Va., as gen- 
eral chairman of the crusade, such 
speakers were featured as R. G. Le- 
Tourneau, Henderson Belk, and Conrad 
S. Jenson, a deputy inspector of the 
N. Y. police department. The meetings 
were held in the municipal auditorium. 
There is much talk of the “renewal 
of the Church in our time” these days. 
With dedicated laymen out for Christ 
in a manner such as this the Church 
cannot help but be “renewed,” the 
Holy Spirit working. 





A church bulletin just across our 
desk speaks glowingly of the pastor’s 
appreciation of the friendliness of the 
congregation and of the warm esteem 
with which the members of the con- 
gregation greet each other. The pas- 
tor goes on to say that the cordiality 
has reached such a level that you can’t 
hear yourself think before the Dox- 
ology. 





That reminds us of the (true) story 
of the lady who always paraded 
to a seat near the front and immediate- 
ly struck up an animated conversation 
with her neighbor in the pew behind 
. . . the sound of her voice just above 
that of the organ. One Sunday the 
organist began softly, then gradually 
increased the volume until she had all 
the stops out and the pedal full down. 
Whereupon she abruptly lifted her 
hands and left the lady in the front 
pew screaming at the congregation. 
That’s as much of that story as we re- 
remember. 
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KOREA—Hope of early reunion has 
been abandoned by most Korean Pres- 
byterian leaders, following the ad- 
journment of the divided assemblies, 
of the Presbyterian Church in Korea, 
and the Sung Dong Presbyterian group. 
The two assemblies had met during 
October in Seoul and high hopes had 
been expressed by some that the meet- 
ings would provide the occasion for 


burying their differences, largely 
arisen on account of personality prob- 
lems and interference by divisive 


groups from the U. S. 


Observers estimate that some 25% 
of Korea’s Presbyterians are now as- 
sociated with the Sung Dong group, 
which withdrew from the main body 
last year. Efforts within this Assem- 
bly to vote affiliation with the ICCC, 
headed by Carl McIntire, were defeat- 
ed, however, while negotiations were 
begun looking to merger with the 
Koryu Presbyterian Church, a right- 
wing splinter group centered largely 
in the Pusan area. 


At the Presbyterian Church in Korea 
Assembly, reports of standing commit- 
tees indicated that two years of strife 
in Church courts have plummeted de- 
nominational benevolence giving at 
Presbytery and General Assembly 
levels to the lowest ebb in Korean 
Church history. One major board 
(Home Missions) reported total re- 
ceipts of $20 In the past fiscal year, 
while General Assembly receipts for 
all causes totaled only $400 compared 
with askings of $50,000 during the 
same period. 


Abscondence with General Assembly 
agency funds by some former officials 
was cited as a factor, not only con- 
tributing to the splits which have oc- 
curred, but to the general breakdown 
in confidence beyond the local level, 
where giving remains at the highest 
average of any national Church. — 
Adapted from RNS reports. 


Queen's Talk on Reformation Stirs Debate 





Appellate Court Says 
School Prayers Legal 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. — (RNS) — 
In a unanimous decision, the Appellate 
Division of the State Supreme Court 
upheld the constitutionality of a non- 
denominational daily prayer in the 
public schools in Herricks school dis- 
trict of Nassau County. 


Five judges affirmed the ruling of 
Supreme Court Justice Bernard S. 
Meyer in August, 1959, that the First 
Amendment to the Constitution does 
not prohibit the voluntary recitation 
of the prayer. 


As approved by the New York State 
Board of Regents in December, 1951, 
the prayer reads: “Almighty God, we 
acknowledge our dependence upon 
Thee and we beg Thy blessings upon 
us, our parents, our teachers and 
our country.” 





East German Arrested 
For Spying on Clergy 


BERLIN — (RNS) — A 26-year- 
old woman from the Soviet Zone of 
Germany was arrested by West Ber- 
lin police on charges of spying on 
East German clergymen and for doing 
other intelligence work for the SSD 
(Communist secret police). 


The arrest was made when the wom- 
an, who was identified as Loni L. of 
Hainsberg of Saxony, came to West 
Berlin as a “political refugee” after 
she fell into disgrace with her Com- 
munist employers. 


One of her assignments had been 
to attend church services and note 
any utterances of pastors and church 
workers which might indicate opposi- 
tion to the Communist regime. Sig- 
nificantly, her alias was “Sunday.” 
The woman admitted she had delivered 
about 25 written reports on East Ger- 
man clergymen to her Red employers. 
She is now due to stand trial before 
a West Berlin court on charges of 
violating the Protection of Freedom 
Law. 
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EDINBURGH — (RNS) — A Ro- 
man Catholic editor’s criticism of 
Queen Elizabeth’s speech to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land was scored in a quick reply by a 
prominent denominational minister. 


“It is unfortunate they should at- 
tack the Queen,” said the Rev. Stuart 
Louden, who delivered the special an- 
niversary message to the Assembly 
marking the 400th centennial of the 
Reformation in Scotland. 


The editor of the Scottish Catholic 
Times, the country’s largest Catholic 
newspaper, in a front-page attack had 
asserted that the Queen in praising 
the Reformation was called on to say 
things “offensive” to her 40,000,000 
Roman Catholic subjects. This was 
unfortunate, the editorial said, con- 
sidering how few persons gave practi- 
cal allegiance to the Kirk. 


Charging that the Queen’s address 
gave a “completely false” view of 
history, the editorial said it was cal- 
culated to “perpetuate those divisions 
of Christendom which all men of good- 
will are now working desperately to 
heal.” It added that the Reformation 
was not something to be celebrated. 


In his reply, Mr. Louden said Ro- 
man Catholics seem to forget that the 
Sovereign’s first act of accession was 
to guarantee continuance of the Prot- 
estant faith. 


“Her Protestantism is a guarantee 
of the freedom of her subjects, includ- 
ing her Roman Catholic subjects, a 
fact not always appreciated, declared 
Mr. Louden. 


Queen Elizabeth, the first sovereign 
to address the General Assembly in 
858 years, called on all Christians to 
take a “lesson from the Reformation” 
and rediscover the insights of the Bi- 
ble for the problems of our time. 


“In spite of the bitter quarrels of 
the past and the divided religious loy- 
alties which still remain with us,” she 
said in a brief speech, “I believe that 
what happened at the Reformation 
can be stated in terms on which all 












Christians may agree. Holy Writ was 
liberated to the people and as a result 
the Word of God was revealed again 
as a force to be reckoned with in the 
affairs of both public and private 
life.” 





Ready-Made Baptistry 
Halts Baptist Project 


WASHINGTON — What may turn 
out to be a ready-made baptistry has 
been discovered under the capital’s 
Calvary Baptist Church. A stream was 
found during preliminary excavation 
for a new educational structure. 


Meanwhile, plans for the $500,000 
building are being held up while law- 
yers try to unsnarl a legal tangle in- 
volving a three-inch strip of land, and 
engineers contemplate what to do with 
the old creek. The tiny piece of land 
that runs through the middle of the 
church was discovered while title to 
the property was being searched. It 
may take an act of Congress to clear 
up the matter. 


The stream flowing under the 
church is a tributary of Tiber Creek 
which once flowed at the foot of Cap- 
itol Hill and which Congress itself en- 
countered in the new House office 
building when a large conduit had to 
be run through the middle of the 
cellar to carry the water. 





U.S. Mothers Accused 
Of Russian Practice 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — (RNS) — 
A prominent Arkansas churchwoman 
has criticized American mothers for 
“doing by neglect what the Russians 
are doing by social planning” — dis- 
solving traditional family patterns. 


Mrs. E. D. Galloway of Little Rock, 
President of the United Church Wom- 
en of Arkansas, pointed out that Rus- 
sian women turned their children over 
to day nurseries to be reared because 
they had to, but that American wom- 
en did the same thing voluntarily. 
Mrs. Galloway spoke at the Southern 
Regional Convention of the Florence 
Crittendon Home Association of Amer- 
ica, which gives shelter to unwed 
mothers. 


She said homemaking needed to be 
the “primary task” of women whether 
they had other jobs or not. Woman’s 
greatest responsibility in the home is 
spiritual, she said. 


Roman Hierarchy Asked 
For End to ‘Confusion’ 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord 
of Washington called on the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy to ease the “con- 
fusion” of Protestants and the “em- 
barrassment” of Catholic candidates 
for public office by making an un- 
equivocal statement disavowing politi- 
cal ambitions on the part of their 
Church. 


“It will only be when the Roman 
Catholic Church officially recognizes 
without equivocation the basic rights 
of free individuals in a free society and 
when it disavows political involvement 
in the affairs of state that a Catholic 
layman will be able to stand for office 
without embarrassment,” he declared. 


“No reasonable Protestant is opposed 
to a Roman Catholic in public office 
because of his religious or spiritual be- 
liefs,” the bishop said. He suggested 
that it was the authoritarian nature of 
the Catholic Church and its history of 
political involvement in other coun- 
tries that gives American Protestants 
cause for apprehension. 





“Catholicism, coming late to the 
American scene, must now adapt its 
authoritarian principles to the dem- 
ocratic context,” he said, adding, “It 
is not enough for Senator Kennedy to 
state this. His Church must state it.” 


Protestants, pleased on the whole 
with Sen. Kennedy’s forthright 
statements on his personal views, are 
waiting for assurance from the Church, 
said Bishop Lord, and one troubled 
that following Sen. Kennedy’s “com- 
pletely satisfactory statement, the 
Roman Catholic press registered re<er- 
vations in the matter.” 


“There is an inconsistency in his 
position,” said Bishop Lord. “I want 
to know the intentions of the Roman 
Catholic Church for the future. I 
can forget the past if I can be assured 
about the future.” 


“Abuses in morals, politics, and ed- 
ucation grow out of the doctrine of in- 
fallibility,’” the Methodist bishop 
charged. “Such a doctrine by its very 
nature is forced to sanctify abuses in 
the Church and in government rather 
than abolish them.” 


“The Church must always save 
face,” he asserted. “How can you 
change anything, when you can’t be 
wrong?” 





FCC Probe of “Prajelicial Treatment Aehed . 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
The Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has been asked to investigate 
“prejudical treatment” against relig- 
ious broadcasters whose local radio 
programs were dropped by Station 
WABC, New York. 


In a letter to Ben F. Waple, FCC 
acting secretary, the Rev. Spiros Zod- 
hiates, general secretary of the Ameri- 
can Mission to Greeks, Inc., queried 
whether the commission official be- 
lieves that WABC and most other New 
York City radio stations “have the 
constitutional right to refuse to sell 
time to religious broadcasters (as such) 
and not because of the content quality 
of the individual broadcast.” 


“This, in my opinion and in the 
opinion of many thousands of others,” 
said Mr. Zodhiates, “amounts to pre- 
judicial treatment of a segment of our 
society and deprivation of its basic 
freedom of speech. This is the same 
as if these stations, and many others 
all over the United States, refused to 
sell time to, let us say, beer producers 
or cosmetic manufacturers or the to- 
bacco interests. If that happened, 
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what would be the attitude of the 
FCC?” 


One of the programs cancelled by 
WABC was “New Testament Lights,” 
sponsored by the American Mission to 
Greeks. The letter asserted that al- 
though the stations “endeavor to pre- 
sent themselves as fulfilling their re- 
sponsibility to operate in the public 
interest, convenience, and necessity by 
giving free time to certain religious as- 
sociations,” the free time assignments 
“discriminate in the interest of some.” 


It pointed out that “there are relig- 
ious bodies, large and small, which 
are not affiliated with the religious 
associations to which free time is 
given.” 


“What right has a licensee of the 
federal government to discriminate in 
religious matters in favor of some and 
refuse the right to others to be heard 
on a paid commercial basis?” the letter 
asked. “Isn’t this tantamount to inter- 
ference by the State in regulating the 
voice of religion, a concept contrary 
to the basic tenets of the constitutional 
provision of the separation of Church 
and State?” 
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Basic doctrines of the Reformed faith— 


The LIMITED DESIGN 
of the ATONEMENT 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


As we consider the third of the Five 
Points of Calvinism, let us turn to 
John 17, beginning at verse 6: “I 
have manifested thy name unto the 
men which thou gavest me out of the 
world: thine they were, and thou gav- 
est them me; and they have kept thy 
word . .. I pray for them: I pray 
not for the world, but for them which 
thou hast given me; for they are thine. 
And all mine are thine, and thine are 
mine ... And for their sakes I sanc- 
tify myself ... Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word.” 


John 17 is called by many the Holy 
of Holies of the New Testament. It 
is the prayer made by the Saviour 
before going to the Garden of Geth- 
semane to be betrayed and arrested. 
Our great High Priest, soon to give 
Himself upon the cross as a sacrifice 
for our sins, stands now in prayer to 
intercede for His own and to dedicate 
Himself anew to His coming ordeal. 
Soon He will go back to His Father, 
but it will be by the agonizing way of 
the cross. 


It cannot be missed that much in 
His mind are His disciples and the 
converts they will gain. It is not 
for the world but for them He specifi- 
cally prays. The High Priest prays 
for those near and far in time who 
belong and will belong to Him. And 
thus He teaches us the doctrine of the 
limited design of the atonement. 


Observe that we are not talking 
about a limited atonement. With all 
our strength we insist that when Christ 
died upon the cross He offered a sacri- 
fice of value sufficient to save from 
sin everyone who would ever live. But 
in actual fact the death of Christ saves 
only His own people. This is its de- 
sign. Note that the doctrine means 


that the death of Christ did not merely 
make salvation available to mankind, 
it secured with absolute certainty the 
salvation of Christ’s own, or, as they 
were designated in the previous article 
in the series, the elect. Everything 
they would need that they might be 
brought at last to Heaven their Sav- 
iour procured for them by His atoning 
work. 


Let us proceed in our study of John 
17 by the following outline: The 
Covenant of Redemption, Biblical Re- 
demption, The Objects of Redeeming 
Grace. 


I. THE COVENANT OF 
REDEMPTION 


One of the grand conceptions that 
emerge from the high priestly prayer 
of Christ is that in eternity the Tri- 




















“=| the demands 


4] becoming incarnate. 


une God went into council. To put 
it in our human way, then was drawn 
the all-embracing plan of God. The 
Divine decrees were formulated: to 
create the universe, to create man, to 
permit the fall, to choose a people unto 
salvation, to save them by redemption. 
In theology we refer to this last step 
by the term, “the covenant of redemp- 
tion.” 


Let us think into the covenant of 
redemption by even being so bold as 
to represent it in terms of a conversa- 
tion among the Persons of the God- 
head. 


Scripture intimates that, in effect, 
God the Father said: “It is our purpose 
to save out of the ruined race a peo- 
ple that shall be to the praise of our 
mercy and lovingkindness. This pur- 
pose to save must be carried out in a 
way that is consistent with our na- 
ture and that will satisfy all 


of the situation 
_|of human sin. One must go and 
identify Himself with mankind by 


He must do a 


= work of atonement for sin, humbling 












IS 
SECURED 
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CHRIST bie 
FOR OUR SINS 
ACCORDING TO THE panel os 


| SALVATION 


i self to the Father’s will. 


| in the virgin’s womb. 


Himself even to death upon a cross. 


a Will the Eternal Son go upon this 


saving mission?” 


In effect, God the Son replied. 
“Willingly I shall go. I shall join to 
the Divine nature a human nature. 
As Mediator I shall subordinate my- 
I shall ac- 
cept the humiliations attendant upon 


f human status, finally submitting to 
sq | lay down my earthly life as the price 
“A of redemption.” 


In effect, God the Holy Spirit said, 
“I shall prepare that human life to 


“=| which the Eternal Son will be joined. 


I shall work the miracle of quickening 
I shall sustain 
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the human nature of the Mediator. 
On the third day after the cross I shall 
give resurrection life to the body in 
the tomb.” 


So in eternity past the Father and 
the Son made the covenant of redemp- 
tion, and the Spirit joined them in it. 


It is this momentous compact to 
which our Saviour alludes in His great 
prayer. Presently now He will go 
back to His Father by way of Calvary. 
From His Father He claims the prom- 
ised blessing upon those who were 
His disciples then and all others for 
whom He will as their Redeemer be 
acting. It is the covenant and work 
of redemption that are vividly before 
His mind. 


Il. BIBLICAL REDEMPTION 


Nearly everybody understands what 
is meant by redemption. It means to 
buy back, to release by purchase. An 
article is pawned. The amount ad- 
vanced on it is paid back to the bro- 
ker, plus interest, and the owner is 
again in possession of his property. 
In the Scripture use of the term the 
thought is that we are slaves of sin. 
A price must be paid if we are to be 
delivered. God wants us for His own; 
He pays the price. Scripture says the 
price is the death of Christ. On the 
cross He made a ransom-paying sacri- 
fice for us. 


That is the tremendous Biblical con- 
ception we are to have in our minds 
when we talk about the Saviour, the 
Mediator, the atonement, our being 
brought back to God by Christ’s re- 
deeming sacrifice. Here we are at 
the very heart of Christianity: the 
heart of Christianity is redemption, re- 
demption. 


How many aspects there are to the 
Bible’s teaching on redemption! In- 
volved in it is our jeopardy: we are 
slaves of sin and so are under judg- 
ment and wrath, in most desperate 
danger. Involved in it is the holiness 
of God and His justice: for all that 
He loves us and would bless us and 
would have us to be His, He must deal 
with our sin in such a way that the 
Divine justice is not impeached. A 
moral universe stands watching, quick 
and alert, as it were, to sense any 
deviation from consistency. 


The problems find solution in the 
redemption that is by Christ Jesus. 
He is the redeeming One. He is Him- 
self the price of redemption. See 
Him move forward to make payment. 
He humbles Himself to be made man. 
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He submits to the ways and lot of 
man. He accepts misunderstandings, 
suspicion, petty fault-finding and ques- 
tioning. He tastes the bitterness of 
human indifference, resentment, and 
hatred. He endures public rejection 
and scorning. 


He is whipped with thongs, He is 
crowned with thorns, He is spat upon. 
He is nailed to a cross. He is aban- 
doned by God His Father. His soul 
is poured out as an offering for sin. 
He is bruised and afflicted thus for 
His people. Their sins have been 
laid upon Him by Divine appointment. 
Is any sorrow like to His sorrow? 
This He does and this He bears to pay 
the price that justice demands. This 
He does and this He bears because 
God loves us and wills to save us. 


One man suffers but, because He 
is the God-man, what He does is of 
infinite value: all, though they be mil- 
lions, who shall ever call upon the 
Name of the Lord Jesus Christ shall 
be saved — their ransom has been 
paid. 


And yet there are those in the 
visible Church who will say, as recent- 
ly did a history professor in a denomi- 
national college: “It looks like this 
to me. In the end all I’ve done will 
be added up. If the good I’ve done 
outweighs the bad, I’ll be all right.” 


What 
What 


“What a low view of sin! 
an utter disregard of Calvary. 
a despising of redemption. 


“Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to 
His mercy He saved us” (Titus 3:5). 


Ill. THE OBJECTS OF 
REDEEMING GRACE 


It should be perfectly clear that 
when Christ died upon the cross He 
did not save everyone. It is perfectly 
clear that there are two classes of 
men: the saved and the lost. We see 
nothing in Scripture to comfort the 
sentimental notion that in the end all 
will be saved and enjoy the bliss of 
Heaven. Universalism is false. The 
Bible emphatically states that some 
will be lost, as it consolingly promises 
that many will be saved. 


The doctrine of the limited design 
of the atonement should occasion no 
difficulty whatever. The death of 
Christ quite obviously saves none but 
the people of God. 


It is, moreover, a doctrine which 
deserves special. attention today. For 
only as it is affirmed is Christian the- 


ology protected from the most pre- 
valent heresy of this age: that all men, 
somehow, somewhere in time or in 
eternity, will ultimately find them- 
selves safely received into paradise. 


There is more to be understood, 
however. Christ did not die upon the 
cross only to make salvation available 
or possible. He died to save. He died 
to save His people. The benefit of 
His atonement is not subject to hu- 
man whim. He actually secured the 
salvation of His own on that cross. 
It was His Father’s promise to give 
Him a people. God is pledged to 
make the sacrifice of Calvary effective, 
drawing and winning and working 
faith in the objects of redeeming grace. 
The death of Christ, then, actually 
accomplished their salvation, so that 
those for whom Christ prayed in John 
17 are absolutely certain to reach the 
Father’s house. 


Now perhaps someone is saying 
within himself: “How do I know that 
Christ died for me? How can I know 
that I am in that company for whom 
Christ prayed in His high priestly 
prayer?” 


There is a satisfactory answer to | 


such questions. It is reached first by 
a series of counter questions: Does 
the Bible teaching on redemption in- 
terest you? Do you say in your heart: 
“I know I need salvation from sin; I 
know I need redemption; I know I 
need forgiveness. I want it?” 


Then there is good news for you. 
The awakened understanding, the 
awakened desire, the awakened wil- 
lingness are good evidence that He 
had you in His mind. Now by His 
Gospel and His Spirit is He pulling you 
within the shelter of Calvary. Have 
confidence that Christ died for you. 
Be sure to go all the way to the Sav- 
iour’s cross, saying, like Augustus Top- 
lady, “Nothing in my hand I bring, 
simply to Thy cross I cling; naked 
come to Thee for dress, helpless look 
to Thee for grace . . . Rock of ages, 
cleft for me, let me hide myself in 
Thee.” 


tl * * * * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





Truth is tough. It will not break, 
like a bubble, at a touch; nay, you 
may kick it about all day, like a foot- 
ball, and it will be around and. full at 
evening.—O. W. Holmes. 
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| SHE SERMON 


' The Greatest Event of All Time 


R. WILBUR COUSAR, D.D. 


q 





Text: Who His own self bare our sins 
in His own body on the tree 
that we being dead to sins should 


live unto righteousness; by 
whose stripes ye were healed (I 
Pet. 2:24). 


The most magnificent drama of all 
time, yes of eternity itself, was the 
death of Jesus our Lord. He came 
into the worid for the specific pur- 
pose of dying. The ages seem to cli- 
max in this particular event, so enor- 
mous was its significance and so far- 
reaching its consequences: “For this 
cause came I into the world” (John 


18:37). 


We want to emphasize three facts 
of this great event: 


I. Why was it necessary for Jesus 
to die? 
II. How did Jesus die? 
III. What are the benefits that accrue 
from such a death? 


WHY WAS IT NECESSARY 
FOR JESUS TO DIE? 


Here was One who broke into the 
pages of history to confront mankind 
with Himself, over nineteen hundred 
years ago. Why did He not continue 
to live on and on for countless genera- 
tions upon the earth, displaying His 
personality of supernatural beauty, of 
matchless courage and of unselfish 
tenderness? He failed in no respect. 
He made no compromise. He retreat- 
ed before no foe. Pilate’s verdict was 
the studied estimate of all who really 
knew this Man, “I find no fault in 
Him” (John 18:38). Why, then, was 
it necessary for Jesus Christ to die? 


We press for an answer to this 
crucial question. It is to be found 
in the converging of two basic situa- 


tions or conditions: on the part of 
man, a desperate need; on the part 
of God, the only source of help. 


Prophets and apostles join in an 
awful dirge upon man’s unspeakable 
selfishness, his gross stupidity and wil- 
ful sin. A recognition of man’s re- 
bellious nature, his idolatrous heart, 
his sensual practices, his spiritual 
blindness is deeply embedded in the 
consciousness of all the sacred writ- 
ers. Jeremiah speaks for them all in 
his realistic appraisal: “The heart is de- 
ceitful above all things and desperate- 
ly wicked” (Jer. 17:9). And we could 
quote writer after writer vainly de- 
ploring the complete confusion and 
utter folly of all men, even God’s own 
people. 


On the other hand, we can only 
dimly apprehend the dynamic love of 
God. We think of it too much like 
balmy sunlight on a winter’s day — 
but it is infinitely more than that. His 
love is reflected in the out-going love 
of a father’s heart, deeply stirred. 
When we love we are moved to pity. 
God was moved to action: “God so 
loved that He gave” ... and what 
a sacrificial gift! We may reverently 
wonder that it did not tax the powers 
of an infinite God. John exclaims, 
“Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed on us!” (John 
9:2). 


Now pit such a love, that passes 
knowledge, against man’s unspeakable 
need and you have the coming of the 
Son of God. You behold the incarna- 
tion in all its fulsome wonder and 
glorious power. You see a life cli- 
maxed by an awful death and a glor- 
ious resurrection. You have Geth- 
semane, Calvary, Easter, Pentecost. It 
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took all this to redeem the human soul. 
The Father decreed the Son 
picked up the price tag. 


HOW DID JESUS DIE? 


The death of Jesus Christ was a 
real death. His breathing ceased, His 
heart stopped beating. But there was 
vastly more to His death than the 
physical experience which is humanity’s 
common lot. 


Our Lord was on the cross six hours. 
But His death stretched out over a 
much longer period than that. Geth- 
semane’s night was a long one — a 
night which extended until three 
o’clock the next day. 


Moreover, we cannot help noticing 
that He who encouraged His disciples 
to have no fear of death Himself ag- 
onized over the coming experience and 
shrank from it. His sweat was as 
great drops of blood. He who never 
had turned aside from doing battle 
with the powers of darkness now 
earnestly prayed, “If it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me!” Here was 
a fierce ordeal from which He shrank 
as though its touch might, in some 
way contaminate Him. 


Ponder with me, prayerfully and 
carefully, the inspired words of the 
apostle, freighted with such awful 
meaning (II Cor. 5:21): “For He 
hath made Him to be sin for us, Who 
knew no sin.” The Lord Jesus not 
only bore the penalty, the stigma, the 
curse, on our behalf, He went a step 
further. This it was that He most 
dreaded, that He actually should have 
become a sinner for you and me! 


We can only approach with awe 
and wonder the mystery of what ac- 
tually happened. The Son of God was 


utterly forsaken of His Father when 
the sun of our world darkened its 
rays and God turned His face away. 
“My God, my God, why hast Thou 


forsaken me?” were the heart-rend- 
ing words from the cross. “Why?” 
Because Jesus was now counted a re- 
bellious, polluted sinner: “He hath 
made Him to be SIN for us!” 


He must take the awful, scorching, 
blasting fire of sin into His own bosom, 
in spite of the fact that He “knew 
no sin.” And if He would take sin 
itself into His bosom, then He must 
go all the way in taking the sinner’s 
place. He must be God-forsaken, and 
how can anyone be God-forsaken un- 
less he is a sinner? We sing, “In my 
place condemned He stood.” Only a 
sinner can be condemned. Only a 
sinner must taste the wrath of God, be 
forsaken and really die. This He en- 
dured, as He made His soul, as well 
as His body, an “offering for sin.” 


We once heard a sermon by Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan. And though his 
actual words have long since been for- 
gotten, his penetrating interpretation 
of the cross remains as clear and as 
fresh as if given yesterday. Said Dr. 
Morgan: “Jesus our Lord went to 
Hell; He was God-forsaken while hang- 
ing on Calvary’s tree. ‘Eloi, Eloi’ was 
the cry of a lost soul. 


“At that moment and then only could 
He address His Father as ‘God,’ for 
at that moment He was truly desert- 
ed.” But, added Dr. Morgan, He came 
back, as it were, when He shouted, 
“It is finished!’”’ And then, with utter 
peace restored, His final, loving words 
were, “Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit.” The dark waters 
had been crossed. The price had been 
paid. The Lamb was slain. 


WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS 
THAT ACCRUE FROM 
SUCH A DEATH? 


What are the benefits that accrue 
from so stupendous a sacrifice? In one 
of his “songs of redemption” Peter 
affords us two tremendous hints. We 
can but mention them (I Pet. 2:24). 


The first grand result: The chasm 
between the old life and the new life 
has been crossed for each one of us and 
thus by each one of us. Listen to the 
apostle’s hopeful words: “That we, 
being dead unto sins, should live unto 
righteousness.” Someone has described 
our participation in the death of Christ 
as a “co-crucifixion.” By that sacri- 
fice we were translated from the King- 


dom of Darkness into the Kingdom of 
Light. 


The phrase used by Peter is in the 
imperative: “should live unto right- 
eousness.” But surely the indicative 
is especially implied: we “‘may live un- 
to righteousness!”’ O glorious victory 
that overcomes the world! Satan has 
been conquered! A marvelous new 
life is opened to us! “His banner over 
us is love.” 


The second benefit is an even more 
sweeping one. It is our complete 
restoration from all the hurt and devas- 
tation of sin: “By whose stripes ye 
were healed.”’ Since the fall men have 


been terribly mangled by sin. But in 
the sacrifice of Christ their disillu- 
sioned minds, their disintegrated per- 
sonalities, their dissipated souls are 
completely restored. 


“Wilt thou be made whole?” The 
price has been paid, the work has been 
accomplished. The Son of righteous- 
ness has risen with healing in His 
wings. O man, crippled by sin, rise 
up and walk! 


* *¢ * #& 
Dr. Cousar is the pastor of the 


John’s Island church, John’s Island, 
3. C. 





life. 


bers. 


majority decision. 


rest of the week. 


day during church services. 


or staff members. 


body saw him. 


iquity of us all.” Isa. 53:6. 





IS YOUR PROGRAM HERE? 


Some of the television programs remind us of certain areas of church 
Here is a guide to some of the more popular programs: 


“BUCKSKIN”’—the kind of skin staff members must have. 
“DEAD OR ALIVE’”—what we wonder about non-resident church mem- 


“GROUCHO”—how religion seems to affect some people. 


“GUNSMOKE”—what it looks like outside the church building between 
Sunday School and preaching service. 


“I LED THREE LIVES”—confession of a hypocrite who lives one life 
at church, another at work, and another at home. 


“VE GOT A SECRET’’—something the church gossip can’t keep. 
“LATE SHOW”—what keeps folks in bed on Sunday mornings. 
“LONE RANGER”’—church member who doesn’t cooperate with the 


“MEDIC”’—what some people need on Sunday but have no use for the 

“ON THE GO”—church members at the beach, river, or lake on Sun- 

“PLAYHOUSE 90”—a program of 90 minutes that seems so much 
shorter than the preacher’s 30 minute sermon. 


“RAWHIDE”’—people with thin skin who get mad at the church leaders 


“SUGARFOOT”—the kind of sermons a lot of people want. 
“THE THIN MAN”—the fellow who claims he was at church, but no- 


“THIS IS YOUR LIFE”—“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the in- 


—Copied from the bulletin of 
The South Highland Church, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
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JABLE SALK 


The Churches that call themselves 
Reformed (Calvinistic, or Presbyter- 
ian) have always emphasized the sov- 
ereignty of God. In the historic stan- 
dards of the Presbyterian churches, 
the Westminster Confession, emphasis 
on sovereignty is found not only in 
chapter three, but it permeates the 
whole. The concept of grace, the plan 
of redemption, effectual calling, the 
perseverance of the saints, all presup- 
pose that God is sovereign. If, now, 
some people are agitating to alter the 
third chapter of the Confession, one 
would like to know two things: 


First, what do they propose to 
substitute for chapter three; and 


Second, what do they propose 
to do with the remainder of the 
Confession and the Catechisms? 


Until the revisionists make open and 
public declarations of their intentions, 
one can only canvass the possible al- 
ternatives. Perhaps it would be better 
to say, one can only examine the other 
alternative; for if the sovereignty of 
God is to be discarded, obviously it 
must be maintained that God is not 
sovereign. There is no other possi- 
bility. 


If now God is not sovereign, it will 
in the first place be impossible to think 
of God as Creator. Clearly, if God has 
by an almighty act created every- 
thing out of nothing, He is easily 
able to control what He has created. 
But if there be something He cannot 
control, if there be something beyond 
His power, He can neither be almighty 
nor creator. There must, on the con- 
trary, be some uncreated power inde- 
pendent of God. For all we know, 
this uncreated Whatever-it-is may be 
more powerful than God. Perhaps this 
is what we should worship. 


Or, if both God and the Whatever- 
it-is are limited, each by the other, 


If God Is not Sovereign 


GORDON H. CLARK, Ph.D. 


maybe we should be polytheists and 
worship both. Those who wish to re- 
vise the Confession should state clear- 
ly and honestly what they believe it is 
that limits God. If there are things 
that God cannot do, we should like 
to know what the power is that pre- 
vents Him from doing such things. 
The Confession as now written is clear 
and explicit. A revision should not be 
less forthright. 


In connection with the doctrine of 
creation there arises the problem of 
the origin of evil. No doubt this per- 
plexity counts considerably toward mo- 
tivating revision. Let us ask there- 
fore, did God create the devil or did 
He not? If He did not, then of 
course monotheism must be repudi- 
ated. But it will doubtless be replied, 
God created all angels righteous; later 
on Satan fell. Quite so: God created 
Lucifer righteous; no Bible-believer 
would say otherwise. Yet we would 
ask, Did God know that Satan would 
sin, or did He create him without 
knowing what was to happen. If the 
revisionists believe in a God who is 
ignorant of the future, let them say 
so clearly. But if God is not ignorant, 
then obviously He created Satan 
knowing full well that he would fall 
and would cause man to fall also. 


Embarrassing or not, this means 
that God’s sovereignty somehow must 
ultimately include evil and sin. If 
God is omnipotent and omniscient, 
then He could have prevented the oc- 
currence of sin either by omnipotently 
preventing Satan from sinning, or by 
not creating him at all. It follows 
therefore, even more rigorously than 
the day the night, that God intended 
to create a world in which sin would 
be permitted. Otherwise it could not 


be true that Christ was ordained to 
be slain before the foundation of the 
wor'd (I Peter 1:20; Rev. 13:8). It 
may be embarrassing to say that God 
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must be reckoned with in any under- 
standing of evil, but to think other- 
wise is completely unChristian (Acts 
4:28). The reformers were not em- 
barrassed and said what they thought. 
Everyone else should be as honest. 


The Bible is a millstone around the 
necks of the revisionists, at least to 
the extent that they feel it expedient 
to pay lip-service to its authority. For 
what can they do with Isaiah? “I 
am Jehovah, and there is none else; 
besides me there is no God... I form 
the light and create darkness; I make 
peace and create evil; I am Jehovah 
that doeth all these things” (Isa. 42: 
5-7). 


A few verses below, as well as other 
passages in Isaiah and Jeremiah, pro- 
vide Paul with the thought of God as 
the Potter and man as clay: “Hath 
not the potter power over the clay, 
of the same lump to make one vessel 
unto honor and another unto dis- 
honor?” (Rom. 9:21). In these sev- 
eral passages men have no rights that 
they can enforce against God. They 
are clay in the divine hands, and God 
does with them as He will. The il- 
lustration, powerful as it is, does not 
do justice to reality, because in reality 
God not only fashions the clay into 
vessels of honor and dishonor — He 
created the clay in the first place. 
What do the revisionists think of Paul, 
of Isaiah, of Jeremiah, and of God? 
Is God Creator or not? 


Not alone in the doctrine of crea- 
tion is the sovereignty of God seen; 
it is seen equally in redemption. Thus 
those who wish to alter chapter three 
of the Confession must alter the plan 
of salvation. Election, irresistible 
grace, effectual calling, and the con- 
trol of history so that the crucifixion 
would fulfill all the details of pro- 
phecy, are all examples of divine sov- 


(Cont. on p. 22, col. 1) 





EDITORIALS 


The Death of Jesus Christ 


Scripture passages explaining the 
death of Jesus Christ invariably speak 
of Him as a substitute: a replacement, 
One who took the place of . . . who 
acted for ... in lieu of ... in the 
room of ... rather than: 


“ ..the Just for the unjust...” 
I Pet. 3:18. 

“..made Him to be sin for 
us...” II Cor. 5:21. 

“ ..and the Lord hath laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all.” 
Isa. 53:6. 

“ ,, that He, by the grace of God 
should taste death (instead 
of) every man.” Heb. 2:9. 

“ ..if One died for all, then were 
all dead: and He died for 
all...” II Cor. 5:14. 


Scripture passages explaining the 
death of Jesus Christ also invariably 
convey the idea of an atonement: a 
reparation, an indemity, an expiation, 
a paying the penalty for: 


“, .. He is the Mediator of the 
New Testament, that by means 
of death, for the redemp- 
tion of the transgressions that 
were under the first Testament, 
they which are called might re- 
ceive the promise of eternal in- 
heritance . . . So Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many” 
Heb. 9:15, 28. 

“He was delivered for our of- 
fences, and was raised for our 
justification” Rom. 4:25. 

“Ye are not your own; for ye 
were bought with a price’”’ I Cor. 
6:19. 

“Thou wast slain and didst pur- 
chase unto God with thy blood 


men of every tribe .. .” Rev. 
5:9. 
“The Son of Man came... to 


give His life a ranson for many.” 
Matt. 20:28. 

“ . . ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things . . . but 
with the precious blood of Christ 

.-”’ I Pet. 1:18-19. 

“He is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for our’s only, but 
also for the sins of the whole 
world” I John 2:2. 
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The death of Jesus Christ was also 
a cosmic victory over death itself, the 
grave and hell. He emerged from the 
tomb a victor, a King all glorious. 


And it was the magnitude of the 
love of God wherewith He loved us 
while we were yet dead in our tres- 
passes and sins that sent Jesus Christ 
to the cross to die for us. 





But the cross was first and fore- 
most a justifying — a propitiatory 
-tonement. 


To say that the cross was only a 
demonstration of love: “Look! Let 
me show you that I love you!” or of 
the indestructibility of love: “Do with 


SSE 


Me as you will, even kill me, but I’ll 
not stop loving you!”; or of the power 


of love: “I have loved you unto death 
that ye may know the power of love!” 
— is a pagan travesty upon the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. The Gospel drama is 
not a Greek tragedy: it is the redemp- 
tion story of God’s salvation of lost 
men. 


To say that the atonement was neith- 
er penal nor substitutionary is to show 
either ignorance or disregard of the 
Bible. Jesus Christ died on the cross 
in our stead that we might obtain for- 
giveness of sins and an everlasting in- 
heritance among God’s people. He 
took upon Himself my burden that I 
might be freed of it. 


What a glorious salvation! 





Several readers have taken us to 
task for the severity of our remarks 
about the INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
(Oct. 12). They have been surprised 
by our vehemence and the blanket 
scope of our condemnation. We must 
confess that we put this Commentary 
in a class by itself on purpose. And we 
admit the extent of our depravity by 
confiding that we were tempted to be 
more severe than we were. The places 
where Satan is doing the most damage 
today are those places where he “dis- 
guises himself as an angel of light.” 


“But isn’t there much good in the 
INTERPRETER’S BIBLE?” we are 
asked. Indeed there is. It is 
hardly possible to write a single page 
of prose that is wholly bad, regardless 
of the subject. And it is beyond 
doubt that 10,000 pages of prose must 
contain substantial amounts of truth. 


But who is to separate the wheat 
from the chaff, the bad from the good? 
He who is sufficiently aware of the 
difference to detect it? Such a per- 
son doubtless would not be harmed 
by the poisonous effect of this work. 
But such a person also would hardly 
need it. 


What we have said is that 1) The 
INTERPRETER’S BIBLE is one of 


The ‘Interpreter’s Bible’ Again 


_———=_—_— 


the worst study aids that a devoted 
Christian can use; and 2) It always 
manages to cast a doubt of some kind 
on things in Scripture that suggest 
the Supernatural, such as miracles. 


Nevertheless we do not pretend 
to have read the entire 10,000 pages 
of this Commentary. If anyone who 
has cites to us a miracle recorded in 
Seripture, about which the Commen- 
tary does not manage to throw at least 
a veil of doubt, we will publish a re- 
traction. 


Don’t Forget The 
‘Sword of the Spirit’ 
There’s a line in the religious play, 


“The Answer,” by Darius Swann, in 
which the Elder replies to the Young- 





er who is all impatient about the 
forces turned loose in our chaotic 
world: 


“I cannot by the might of these 
hands take from your lands those that 
oppress you, for the weapons given 
unto me are persuasion and love and 
reason and judgment.” 


The thought is that in the battle of 
ideologies today the Christian wages 
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his spiritual warfare with “persuasion 
and love and reason and judgment.” 


We would add to that list the one 
offensive weapon mentioned in the 
Bible as the Christian’s supreme in- 
strument of spiritual conquest, the 
Sword of the Spirit, namely the Word 
of God. (Ephesians 6:10-18). He 
wields that Sword in love, but he does 
not replace that Sword with love. 


Anyone who goes out to conquer 
“principalities, powers, rulers of the 
darkness of this world and spiritual 
wickedness in high places” depending 
on the power of “persuasion and love 
and reason and judgment” will go 
down in defeat, conquered. 


But anyone who goes out to con- 
quer in the power of the Holy Spirit 
with the Word of God as his weapon 
in the ideological battle will win. 





What’s Wrong 
With Gambling? 


“What’s wrong with gambling?” 
Not long ago our teen-age son asked 
that question quite seriously. It set 
us to thinking. 


What’s wrong indeed? Many things, 
of course, chiefly the effect of the 
something-for-nothing philosophy. But 
how can you SHOW someone that 
something-for-nothing is a way of life 
that eats away at character like a 
cancer? 


A number of years ago we heard 
an answer, simple yet utterly compel- 
ling. Here it is: 


A speaker had been asked the ques- 
tion in a public forum: “What will 
it do to a 12-year old boy to win $100 
at bingo? (At the time a lively com- 
munity issue were weekly bingo par- 
ties at a local veteran’s clubhouse. 
The week before a 12-year old had 
won the grand prize, $100). 


The speaker pondered the question 
for a moment then replied: “That 
boy will never again be content to 
peddle newspapers for $4 a week.” 


Just think about that. 








A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 








MULTIPLYING WICKEDNESS 


Testing is a part of Christian ex- 
perience and a means of growth. This 
has always been true, for God uses 
the opposition of Satan to make us 
dependent on Him, and this dependence 
in turn makes strong Christians. 


We live in days when men’s souls 
are being tested; when eternal values 
are being challenged by the forces of 
evil; when decisions are being made 
by individuals on which their final 
destiny hinges; in days when the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ shines as a light- 
house to warn of danger and to lead 
to the Harbor where all is safety and 
peace. 


Our Lord foretold days such as 
these, for whether we live in the “last 
times” or whether the curtain of this 
world’s history will remain undrawn 
for centuries to come, we now live in 
a period of unprecedented testing. 


Christ said: “And because iniquity 
shall abound, the love of many shall 
wax cold.” Other translations correct- 
ly render this “the love of most men 
will grow cold.”” Why? Because of 
multiplied wickedness. Surely wicked- 
ness is multiplied today and the trag- 
edy is that the multitude accepts 
spreading evil as a matter of course 
and only the very few have either the 
spiritual perception or moral courage 
to resist the blight. 


Only this week we were talking with 
a man just returned from several weeks 
spent in Russia. On two Sundays he 
attended the Baptist church in Mos- 
cow and on the second occasion had a 
talk with one of the pastors after the 
service. 


Asking this pastor what American 
Christians might do to help the reply 
was: “First, you can pray for us and 
we need your prayers. Second, you 
cannot send us financial help but any 
given while visiting here can be re- 
ceived. Third — go back to America 
and clean up your movies. These 
films are being imported into Russia 
and they give a terrible picture of 
America and are doing much harm 
here.” 
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Does the average American realize 
that debauched sex is the chief topic 
of many “best sellers” and many of 
the most popular films coming out of 
Hollywood? No longer is it a mere 
portrayal of illicit sex. From this 
they have graduated into the horrors 
of perversion — the very things which 
brought on Sodom and Gomorrah the 
devastating wrath of a holy God. 


The multiplied wickedness of our 
generation is in evidence wherever one 
turns. In one of America’s oldest and 
most famous universities students in 
the men’s dormitories hang a ribbon 
on the outside door knob to indicate 
they have a girl in their room and do 
not want to be disturbed. In a cor- 
respondingly famous women’s college 
girls may have men in their rooms un- 
til 1 A. M. 


(We know we will receive letters 
asking for the names of these institu- 
tions but the curious will not be satis- 
fied. The authorities already know 
of these things.) 


The tragedy is that conditions of 
evil just as great are to be found 
wherever one may turn. In business; 
in politics; in social activities; in every 
avenue of current American life one 
finds evidence of multiplying wicked- 
ness and for the great majority this 
moral and spiritual deterioration is dis- 
missed with a shrug, and those who 
express concern are reminded that 
such things have always existed in the 
world. 


True, but the flagrant sins of the 
past have now become commonplace 
and are increasingly taken as a mat- 
ter of course. 


In His word picture of the last days 
our Lord then injected this promise: 
“But he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved.” Here 
endurance is depicted as a saving 
grace, and this keeping and sustaining 
power is supplied by Him who is the 
author and finisher of their faith. 


Physical endurance is essential for 
the athlete, and in many ways also for 
(Cont. on p. 20, col. 3) 








LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 20, 1960 


Give Thanks To God 


Bible Material: Psalms 96; 103; 136. 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 66:1-14. 

The Book of Psalms, as would be expected, is pre- 
dominantly a book of praise and thanksgiving, over a 
hundred of the psalms treating these subjects in one 
form or another. They tell of God’s goodness to Israel 
and to all the world, His mercies to the psalmist and 
to others. They extoll the goodness of God in gen- 
eral and His glory, omnipotence and majesty. The 
Hebrew word, “Hallelujah,” translated, “Praise ye the 
Lord,” is sometimes given in the Hebrew form and is 
familiar to us all as we use it in our Hymnbook also. 


I once read of three men who were of different na- 
tionalities and did not speak the same language, who 
met on board a ship. They tried to talk, but could 
not understand each other. Finally, one of them said, 
“Hallelujah” and the other two repeated it. They 
felt now that they had a bond in common and knew 
each other. So, people of all nationalities can unite 
their voices, shouting, “Hallelujah, Praise ye the Lord 

. O that all men might praise the Lord for His good- 
ness and His wonderful works to the children of men!” 


Our Devotional Reading calls upon us to make His 
praise glorious because of His marvellous works of 
power as He subdues all His enemies: “Say unto God, 
How terrible art thou in thy works; through the great- 
ness of thy power shall thine enemies submit them- 
selves unto thee.” The enemies of God shall be con- 
quered. Victory is coming. Some day every knee shall 
bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 


The forces of evil look very strong today. 
not be discouraged. Victory will come to the One who 
sits upon the throne: “He ruleth by His power forever; 
His eyes behold the nations: let not the rebellious ex- 
alt themselves.” The God who brought Israel out 
of Egypt with great power and signs and wonders, is 
our God and will not suffer our foot to be moved. 
We may have to go through fire and through water, 
but the Lord will bring us out of all our afflictions. 
Today is a good time to read and ponder the book of 
Revelation and see the final triumph of Christ and 


Let us 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 

Ist Reader its 4th Reader —....... $3.50 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


the final destruction of that “old serpent the devil” and 
all the enemies of the Lord. 


I. Glory of God’s Character: Psalm 96 


“Declare His glory among the heathen, His wonders 
among all people.” We live in a world full of idols. 
Some of these are hideous images which men have made. 
I have often wondered if they are going to have such 
idols, why do they make them so ugly? In Korea they 
worship evil spirits. In some countries insects and 
animals are made into gods. The heathen have their 
sacred rivers, and some turn to heavenly bodies, like 
the sun, moon and stars. All the gods of the nations 
are idols. We are to worship the One who made the 
heavens, the Creator of heaven and earth. 


“Honour and majesty are before Him; strength and 
beauty are in His sanctuary.” What a contrast between 
our God and the gods of the heathen! Let us praise 
Him for His matchless and spotless character, for our 
God is Holy. Even the angels veil their faces as they 
cry, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty.” 
Our worship of Him is to be in the beauty of holiness. 
What a contrast here, too, to the unclean worship of 
Baal and Ashtaroth and other gods of the heathen. God 
calls for clean hands and a pure heart in those who 
approach Him. 


But idolatry is not entirely confined to heathen lands. 
We have plenty of idols in cultured America. We wor- 
ship money and pleasure and selfish desires of one sort 
or another. Even good things like home and loved ones 
can be turned into idols. After their conversion a 
man said to his wife, “You will have to take second 
place,” and she said, “This is true of you also. God 
must be first.”” The first two commandments teach us 
this. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His right- 
cousness and all things shall be added unto you.” 


God is coming to judge the earth: 
for He cometh to judge the earth: 
world with righteousness, and the people with His 
truth.” Idolatry is an inexcusable sin. “Wherefore 
they are without excuse,” says Paul, for God has clear- 
ly revealed Himself in the book of nature where all 
can see His power, wisdom and goodness. Will He 
find any idols in our hearts? May He cast out every 


idol and reign supreme and reign alone in your heart 
and in mine! 


“For He cometh, 
He shall judge the 


II. “Bless the Lord, O My Soul”: Psalm 103 


This beautiful and familiar psalm of thanksgiving 
is one of the best known Old Testament passages. The 
psalmist, David, calls upon his soul and all that is 
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within him to bless His holy name. We might con- 
sider our blessings under three heads: (1) our personal 
blessings, (2) our national blessings, and (3) our uni- 
versal blessings which come to this universe of which 
we are a part. 


“Forget not all His benefits.” How prone we are 
to forget! We remember our troubles and forget how 
good God has been to us. Kipling wrote no better 
prayer than, “Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet: Lest 
we forget, lest we forget.” Moses wrote the book of 
Deuteronomy to remind Israel to “forget not,” but re- 
member all of God’s wonderful dealings with them. It 
is a good thing to count our many blessings, name them 
one by one and it will surprise us what the Lord hath 
done. Let us then very simply think of some of His 
benefits. 


1. Personal blessings: 


“Who forgiveth all thine iniquities.” “If thou Lord 
shouldst mark iniquity, who could stand? But there is 
forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared.” 
What a blessing to remember that God has blotted our 
sins out and remembers them against us no more. When 
we think of what it cost Him to forgive our sins, then 
we begin to see what a great blessing this is. Remember 
that God made Him — our Saviour and His Son — 
to be sin for us that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. Remember that He was wounded 
for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, 
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him and that 
with His stripes we are healed. Let us never cease to 
thank Him for dying on the cross for us! 


“Who healeth all thy diseases.” “I am the Lord 
that healeth thee,” said God to the Israelites and He 
promised to keep them from the diseases of Egypt if 
they would be true to Him. God heals in a variety of 
ways. Sometimes directly, in answer to praver. He 
healed Hezekiah in answer to prayer, but also used 
means as He told the prophet to lay a lump of figs 
on the boil; For Isaiah had said, “Let them take a 
lump of figs, and lay it for a plaister upon the boil, 
and he shall recover” (see Isaiah 38:21). God has 
put many medicinal herbs here in this world. God 
gives skill, I am sure, to certain men. Luke was a be- 
loved physician. I have a doctor who reads the Bible 
and has prayer with me nearly every time he comes 
to see me. I have had several doctors who were sincere 
Christians and believed that God answers prayers. 
Jesus was the Great Physician and went about healing 
all manner of sickness and disease. But He not only 
heals the body; He heals the souls of men. 


“Who redeemeth thy life from destruction.” We 
live in a dangerous world. Many times there has been 
but a step between us and death. Can you not remember 
some instances? I can think of several in my own 
rather uneventful life, and I am sure there were many 
other times when I was unaware of danger and God 
preserved me. He also saves us from everlasting destruc- 
tion through Christ’s redemption. 


“Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender 
mercies.”” His mercies are new every morning and re- 
newed every evening. 


PAGE 13 / THE PRESBYTERIAN 


“Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things.” God 
has provided so many different varieties of food, de- 
licious fruits and vegetables. We are taught to pray, 
“Give us this day our daily bread,” but God gives much 
more than bread. We in this land of plenty know 
the meaning of this verse. 


2. National Blessings: 


“He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto 
the children of Israel.” God called Abram and prom- 
ised to bless him and He kept His promise. His mercy 
and lovingkindness was shown to the people He had 
chosen for His own possession. As long as they re- 
membered their covenant and kept His commandments 
He had made them prosper. He had to chasten them 
for their sins but He blessed them abundantly. We 
in America have been blessed and protected. We ought 
to praise Him for His many blessings. 


3. Universal Blessings: 


God is the God who created and rules the universe. 
All the heavenly bodies sing “. . . forever as they shine, 
the Hand that made us is divine.” He rules over the 
angels: “Bless the Lord, ye His angels . . . Bless the 
Lord, all His works in all places of His dominion! 
Bless the Lord. O my soul.” How we ought to praise 
and magnify the God of the Universe! 


Ill. The Unchanging God: Psalm 136 


“O give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good: for 
His mercy endureth forever.” This last phrase is re- 
peated in every verse. His lovingkindness changes not. 
Hallelujah! 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR NOVEMBER 20, 1960 





Thanking God 


Scripture—Luke 17:11-19 

Suggested Hymns— 
“Now Thank We All Our God” 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
account of our Lord’s healing the ten lepers and the 
return of only one to give thanks is one of the Bible’s 
most familiar stories about gratitude. The story is 
interesting as it stands, but its value for us will be in- 
creased if we can draw from it some practical prin- 
ciples for our own day. There are principles here con- 
cerning the receiving of God's blessings and our thanks- 
giving for them. It would be difficult to find a more 
appropriate passage for our study on this Sunday be- 
fore Thanksgiving Day. 


FIRST SPEAKER: All people benefit from the 
goodness and blessings of God, but those who receive 
most benefits and find the greatest joy in His blessings 
are those who recognize their need and their own 
helplessness. This principle is illustrated in the case 
of the ten lepers. There was no question in their minds 
about their need. The disease of leprosy was just about 
the worst calamity that could befall a person, and there 
was no known cure for it. These men suffered terribly 
in a number of ways. They suffered physically. They 
were outcasts because of their disease, which meant 
they were forbidden to associate with ordinary people, 
even their own families. There was nothing they could 
do to improve their situation. As far as they knew, 
their’s was a hopeless lot. 


The people in this day who know the greatest joy 
as Christians are those who are most fully aware of 
their helplessness (and hopelessness) as sinners. Only 
when we face the facts that we were once dead in sin 
with no possibility of saving ourselves, do we really 
appreciate the wonder of God’s loving us and saving us. 


SECOND SPEAKER: The lepers called to Christ for 
help, and in so doing they sought aid from the only 
adequate source. They correctly judged themselves 
to be beyond the possibility of human help. Only 
God could meet their need, so they called on Him who 
was God. In this case, Christ worked directly to meet 
the need of those who called on Him. He works di- 
rectly through the Holy Spirit to save us when we call 
on Him to forgive our sins. In instances of physical 
ilIness, however, He often works through human 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


agencies such as doctors and medicines, to meet our 
needs. The important thing is that we learn to call 
on Him at all times, whatever our need may be. Our 
help comes from Christ, even though it comes by means 
of other people or other things. 


THIRD SPEAKER: The ten lepers were men of 
faith. We know they were because, in the first place, 
they called on Jesus to help them. Their cry for aid 
was a cry of faith. They gave more definite proof of 
their faith when they obeyed the Lord’s command to 
go show themselves to the priests. How much courage 
and faith it required to obey that order! They had no 
previous guarantee that Jesus would heal them. They 
started on their way in faith with nothing to go on but 
the Word of Christ. Obedience is the real test of faith. 
As the lepers obeyed, they were healed. The Bible 
says, “And it came to pass, that, as they went, they 
were cleansed.” 


In order to receive the blessings of God more fully, 
we need to learn the lesson of faith which proves itself 
by obedience. When God gives us His Word for a 
thing, we ought to act on it immediately without doubt- 
ing. God’s Word is all the guarantee we need. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: Up to this point in the story 
all ten of the lepers have served as our examples. From 
this point on, we look to only one of them as a worthy 
pattern for our living. Only one of the ten men came 
back to Christ to give thanks for his healing, and he 
was a despised Samaritan. This Samaritan is the only 
one of the ten who indicated that he really appreciated 
what was done for him. He is the only one who re- 
ceived the full benefit of Christ’s blessing, because a 
person never realizes the full value of a blessing until 
he thinks about it enough to give thanks for it. 


Christ knew then and He knows now how self-cen- 
tered people are, but this does not keep Him from be- 
ing hurt by the continual ingratitude of the people He 
blesses so richly. On the other hand, the Lord truly 
rejoices when His people return to give thanks for 
their blessings. The giving of thanks shows that they 
have given thought to the wonder of their blessings and 
that they are aware that God is the source of those 
benefits. 


FIFTH SPEAKER: The nine lepers who did not 
return to thank the Lord for healing them cut them- 
selves off from the possibility of receiving further bless- 
ings. The one man who did return had the added joy 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE StTuDY * * * Manford Geo. Gutzke, D.D., Ph.D. 


LIVING IN CHRIST — December: 


““Made Confident In The Lord” 


Philippians 1 :12-20 


In this series of studies on the general theme of liv- 
ing in Christ we now approach one aspect of our life 
in Him which must always come as something of a 
shock to a new Christian: namely, that in the course of 
living as a Christian in the world we can expect to have 
trouble. 


I do not mean that living in Christ will produce ad- 
ditional aches and pains in the physical sense, but 
rather that wanting to walk in the Lord and trust in 
Him just naturally produces a very special kind of 
trouble. 


Most people who become Christians — and this is 
especially true of those who have lived among unbeliev- 
ing people and have come to Christ in adult life — 
are easily tempted to think that beginning a life in 
Christ will mean that all of their troubles will be over. 
Why shouldn’t things now go smoothly, since God is 
almighty and since He is good and since you have be- 
come obedient to Him? 


But that isn’t the way it happens. And most Chris- 
tians soon come to the realization of the fact that as 
long as we live in this world we shall have tribulation. 
And not only so, but Christian people will have their 
own special kind of tribulation in addition to the 
troubles that they share with other people. The ordi- 
nary experiences of life come to the Christian in ex- 
actly the same way they come to all people. There 
is sickness and calamity and bereavement. Life is 
broken into just as other people’s lives are broken 
into. In addition to which there are special troubles— 
opposition, persecution, ridicule — just because one 
is a Christian. 


Jesus Christ said, you will remember, that “he that 
taketh not his cross and followeth after me is not worthy 
of me” (Matt. 10:38). Now the Lord had reference, 
in that saying, to the special suffering that a disciple 
must endure just on account of the fact that he belongs 
to Him. 


THE PHILIPPIANS WARNED TO 
EXPECT TROUBLE 


In the passage before us, the Apostle Paul discusses 
the fact of suffering in the experience of living in 
Christ, in order to point out to the Philippians that 
from such a fact there comes “confidence in the Lord.” 


Now Paul had a particular reason for talking about 
suffering to the church at Philippi: they were about 
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to undergo persecution. And there were two factors 
that might have discouraged them in the prospect of 
what lay before them. In the first place, Paul himself, 
at that time, faced a highly uncertain future (from the 
world’s standpoint). And Paul had given himself to 
Christ! After all the apostle had already suffered, 
he now languished in prison, probably to become a 
martyr. 


You will remember (and Paul wanted them to re- 
member) that in the city of Philippi the apostle had 
been the first missionary. In Acts 16:11-40 we have 
the story of those early days in Philippi, the first city in 
Macedonia visited by Paul and Silas. Down by the 
riverside Lydia’s heart had been opened, and in the 
streets a certain young “damsel” (or young woman) 
possessed with a spirit of divination had taken notice 
of the missionaries and had begun following them 
about shouting out loud that these men were from the 
most high God. 


When the young woman continued following them 
and shouting about them Paul finally had turned on 
her and had commanded the spirit that was in her to 
come out. Asa result this woman had been freed from 
the spirit of divination (or “sooth-saying’’), which cut 
off the income which her masters had realized from 
her fortune telling. Angry, they had made a big stir 
which resulted in Paul and Silas being thrown into 
prison. There had occurred the miracle of the earth- 
quake and the incident in which the jailer came in 
trembling and astonished asking, “Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?” 


Now the congregation to which Paul is writing is 
presumably made up of these people, Lydia, the young 
woman, the jailer and others with them. Very natural- 
ly they remembered Paul as a great man, under the 
special protection of almighty God. It would have come 
as something of a shock to them to hear that he had 
been arrested as a common criminal, thrown into 
prison there to languish for several years. He didn’t 
seem to enjoy any special advantage over anybody else. 
Such a situation would have supplied a real test of their 
faith. It would have tended to shake their morale, 
especially in the face of their own almost certain pros- 
pects of persecution and suffering. 


The Philippians were about to suffer the same per- 
secution which had been vented upon Paul and some 
of them going to lose their lives. In this prospect 


the apostle wrote his letter to build up their morale, 
so to speak, telling them that their strength would be 





in the joy of the Lord. The note of joy is predominant 
in the letter and we must remember that it is in a con- 
text of suffering that we are to understand this note 
of joy. 


PAUL’S OWN CIRCUMSTANCES 


To begin with, the apostle makes the Philippians to 
understand that there is nothing wrong with anything 
that is happening to him: (v. 12) “But I would that 
ye should understand, brethren, that the things which 
happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the 
furtherance of the Gospel!” ‘That is to say, the very 
things that have happened to me have resulted in the 
Gospel itself being advanced. 


Paul did not mean to say that things just accidentally 
had turned out all right. No. He wanted them to 
understand that the things happening to him had been 
in the will of God. His being thrown into prison was 
a part of the course that he should have taken. And 
his being taken to Rome in chains was within the will 
of God for his life! 


You don’t go through this world without suffering, 
and the grace of God is exhibited, not in an absence 
of suffering, but in the presence of God with you in 
your suffering: “I will be with thee in the day of 
trouble!” 


Man “is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward,” 
and persecution is certain to come: “Blessed are ye 
when men shall revile you and persecute you and say 
all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake!” 
(Matt. 5:11). Remember the story of the two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus after the resurrection? (Luke 
24:13-35). They were downhearted because He whom 
they had expected to redeem Israel had suffered and 
had been put to death. The One in whom they had 
trusted had come to nothing! But as the Lord walked 
down the road with them the very thing He said was 
this: “Ought not Christ to have suffered these things?” 
That is to say, “Wasn’t suffering in the plan of God?” 


This should lead us, as Christians, around to this 
thought: If trouble comes to us, and we go through 
suffering, that suffering will be real, but it will not 
be in vain! We can have the victory in our suffering! 


Perhaps your suffering is from a bereavement: the 
dead person is truly gone. It may be that your suf- 
fering is from being deprived of something and as 
long as you live you will be without it. Whatever 
your suffering is, He is able to make it work out to 
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the glory of God. He is able to turn it to good. That 
is not to promise that He will take it away, but that 
He will turn it to good! Paul’s suffering worked to the 
furtherance of the Gospel. He rejoices: “My bonds 
in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other 
places; and many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing 
confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear.” 


Now just why would the brethren be encouraged to 
speak the word without fear by the fact that Paul him- 
self was in jail? It is a fact of human nature that 
danger, when it is shared, tends to produce boldness. 
In battle, the common danger and the example of an 
officer who will not spare himself but rather goes out 
willing to sacrifice himself for his men — such a thing 
produces a spirit in men that makes them willing to 
attempt almost anything! When Paul stood fearless 
before his accusers openly acknowledging his faith re- 
gardless of the consequences, a great many others would 
be encouraged to do the same thing. 


Now it is true (Paul continues) that some of the 
talking that is going on about Christ as a result of my 
imprisonment is “of envy and strife.” That is, there 
are those who would discredit the Gospel on account 
of my circumstances. But there are others who are 
prompted to witness sincerely, “in love, knowing that 
I am set for the defence of the Gospel.” But whether 
as enemies or as friends, regardless, Christ is preached 
and that is the important thing! (This is the thought 
of the difficult verses 15-18.) 


Paul was content to be in any circumstances, per- 
sonally, just so long as the Gospel was advanced. Even 
when the people spoke belittlingly of the Lord Jesus, 
Paul would say, “That’s all right. They are talking 
about Him anyway. And the more they talk about 
Him the more people will turn to Him.” 


Many times the Gospel is spread by the very critics 
who oppose it. I regret as much as anyone the attacks 
that today are made upon the Bible. But I do be- 
lieve that even under criticism the Bible gets attention 
and that is good. When the criticism of God’s Word 
increases and people realize there are those who are 
actually trying to take away the Bible from them the 
effect is that more people cling to the Bible than ever 
before. 


The principle we are discussing (and which Paul 
was explaining to the Philippians) is this: When the 
way is rough, the effect is to jolt us from our com- 
placency, make us reach for something to cling to and 
make us more interested in where we are going. And 
the overall result is good. When the way is smooth 
we are likely to be lulled into complacency and inac- 
tivity. Human nature is such that it reacts most vig- 
orously and constructively to pressure. This is the 
human equivalent of the divine principle we are trying 
to understand, namely that the grace of God abounds 
in suffering or cross-bearing. 


GOD MAKES THE WRATH OF 
MEN TO PRAISE HIM 


Paul was an example of the fact that God is able to 
make even the wrath of men to praise Him. This perse- 
cution which the apostle experienced was included in 
the overall plan of God. 
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No one would approve Judas for having betrayed 
the Lord, but God turned that act into the occasion for 
Jesus Christ dying for the whole world. No one would 
approve the Roman soldiers for abusing Him and 
putting Him to death in the way they did. But God 
turned the crucifixion into an atonement that we 
might be saved. For He turns the wrath of men to 
praise Him. 


The truth spoken here by the apostle has an appli- 
cation in our lives today. When we try to live a Chris- 
tian life there will be suffering. In our family relation- 
ships there will be those who may despise us because 
we try to live “in Christ.” In the community there will 
be those who may belittle us because we try to be faith- 
ful church members. We may lose friends when we 
try to live for the Lord Jesus. To each of us the apostle 
is saying: “Live in joy, being confident in this very 
thing that all things will work out to the furtherance 
of the Gospel! Moreover, the things you are called 
on to endure for Jesus Christ will work out to your 
salvation.” 


This reference to “salvation” (v. 19), is not to an 
ultimate, or eternal life — as though there is any doubt 
in the apostle’s mind that he will go to heaven. Nor 
does he have reference to the possibility that he might 
get out of jail. I do not really believe that Paul cared 
whether he got out of jail or not. He rather thinks he 
will, as we shall see in the next study, but that is not 
what concerns him here. 


By “salvation” Paul meant what Jesus Christ does 
in a person. The total work of change and growth and 
of carrying out the will of God in a life is “salvation.” 
Paul is saying, “The distress that I am suffering in 
prison is going to turn out in such a way that I will 
be more within the will of God than I ever was before.” 


In this open and down-to-earth discussion Paul is 
laying a floor, as it were, for these Philippians to walk 
on when persecution comes to them. They are going 
to suffer. They will be imprisoned. They may even 
suffer death. But they are to know that what is hap- 
pening to them has happened to Paul and all things 
work together for good to them who are the called 
of God. As a matter of fact, to die is actually to be 
better off than to remain in this world! 


Our lesson closes on this climactic note. To see 
what death meant to the apostle we must wait until 


next time. 
* * * * +. 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 7512, 
Station C, Atlanta 9, Ga. Ask for No. 60-9. (4 lessons 
on each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 60-9, 60-10, 
60-11. a 2 
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MEMO Tos: You 


Do the officers of your church get 
the Journal regularly? Suggest 
that they subscribe if they do not. 
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KNow YOuR 
WESTMINSTER STANDARDS— 


Order Dr. J. B. Green’s 


A Harmony of 
the WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN 
STANDARDS 


This helpful volume presents in parallel columns 
each article of the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, the Larger Catechism and the Shorter 
Catechism. Accompanying each article of faith 
is a reference to the book, chapter and verse of 
the Bible on which the statement is based. Dr. 
Green’s explanatory notes follow each chap- 
ter. $5. 


With each order for the “Harmony” the Journal 
will ship as a bonus these two helpful reprints: 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
ACCORDING To THE 
SHORTER CATECHISM 


By William Childs Robinson 


and 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
(A Manual for New Members) 


A compilation of articles by C. Gregg Singer, 


G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. Scott and B. Hoyt Evans. 


ORDER FROM 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
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Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
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T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
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W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
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Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 
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J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
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Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
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Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mor.-Prop. 
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Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mar.-Prop. 
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Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 
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J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 
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Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 14 


of seeing his gratitude received by a Lord who rejoices 
in the praise of His people. The last words Jesus 
spoke to this Samaritan, when translated literally, go 
like this: “Thy faith hath saved thee.” Did Jesus 
mean merely that the man had been healed of his 
disease through his faith, or did He mean something 
more? He was probably suggesting that this man, by 
coming back to give thanks for the healing of his body, 
had opened the door to the saving of his soul. 


Every time we turn our hearts to God in thanksgiv- 
ing, we are going back to the Source “from Whom all 
blessings flow.” The person who gives thanks con- 
sistently not only brings gladness to the heart of God, 
but he keeps the doors open for fuller and future bless- 
ings to flow into his own life. The person who does 


not give thanks for what he has received from God not 
only disappoints God, but he turns his back on the 
source of blessing. 


PROGRAM LEADER: There is a song which be- 
gins, “Count your many blessings, name them one by 
one.” Most of us recognize that to try naming our bless- 
ings “one by one” would be an endless task, but to 
show how richly God has blessed us, let us try to list 
as many as we can in five minutes. (Be prepared with 
a few starters such as Christ, the Bible, the church, 
home, school, food, clothing, freedom, etc. Ask the 
young people for their suggestions, and sée how many 
items you can list on the chalkboard or paper in a 
period of five minutes.) 


Close the meeting by singing the Doxology. 





FIFTH NEW CONGREGATION 
ORGANIZED IN JACKSON 


JACKSON, Miss. — Covenant 
church of Jackson has been organized 
with 74 charter members by Central 
Mississippi Presbytery. It is the fifth 
new Jackson church in five years. 
Members of the new congregation are 
making plans for the first unit of their 
building, which will be located on a 
4.3-acre northeast Jackson lot which 
was purchased for $43,000. 


Officers elected are: Guy T. Gil- 
lespie, Jr., Stuart C. Irby, Jr., W. E. 
Johnson, Jr., Howard H. Nichols and 
James W. Ward, ruling elders; and 
Paul T. Atwell, Curtis Cuthbert, El- 
mer J. Harriss, James H. Hendrix, Ro- 
wan H. Taylor, William Johnson Witt 
and Donald C. Lutken, deacons. 





BUILDINGS DEDICATED 
AT QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Queens Col- 
lege has dedicated four new buildings, 
marking the end of a phase of its 
development program. They are: 


Carol Hall, the art building, recent- 
ly acquired by gift from Irwin Belk, 
Charlotte business executive; the Dana 
Classroom Building, completed for use 
in September and erected with funds 
given to the college by manufacturer- 
philanthropist Charles A. Dana, New 
York City; the Everett Library, fin- 
ished in late summer and named in 
honor of H. H. Everett, chairman of 
the board of trustees, and his wife 
Cornelia Nisbet Everett; and Harris 





JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


Residence Hall, completed in 1959 and 
recently named for James J. Harris, 
Charlotte business executive and mem- 
ber of the college Board of Trustees, 
and his wife Angelia Morrison Harris. 





MINIMUM SCALE APPROVED 


STERLINGTON, La. — In its fall 
meeting at Grace church here, Red 
River Presbytery adopted minimum 
salary recommendations, as follows: 
single minister, $4,000; married min- 
ister with no children, $4,600; addi- 
tional for each child, $200; car al- 
lowance, $750. Also adopted were 
1961 benevolent askings of $197,872. 


The Rev. Wayne W. Gray of Cov- 
enant church, Monroe, served as mod- 
erator. Named wmoderator-designate 
for the Feb. 14 meeting at Waterproof 
was Ruling Elder Lee Hodges of First 
Church, Monroe. 





CAKE FOR A BIRTHDAY 


GREENSBORO, N. C. — The 
3,000 Presbyterians who braved an 
electrical storm and _ torrential 
rains to attend Orange Presbytery’s 
Cavaleade Rally were nourished 
physically as well as spiritually at 
the mass meeting. Since the Cav- 
aleade is a part of the 100th an- 
niversary of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., a 513-pound birth- 
day cake was served. It was dec- 
orated with a seal of the Church 
and 100 lighted candles. 
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LECTURER ANNOUNCED 


MONTREAT, N. C.—Dr. D. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones, pastor of London’s West- 
minster Chapel, will be a Bible Hour 
lecturer during the 1961 Montreat Bi- 
ble Conference. He will speak Aug. 
14-18. The conference dates are Aug. 
10-23. The Londoner is the author 
of WHY DOES GOD ALLOW WAR 
and THE PLIGHT OF MAN AND THE 
POWER OF GOD. 





VIRGINIA WORKER CITED 


APPALACHIA, Va. — Abingdon 
Presbytery, at its fall meeting here, 
paid tribute to Miss Kate Guthrie of 
Dublin for nearly 40 years of service 
in the Presbytery. She began her 
work at Big Stone Gap and was instru- 
mental in founding the first Christian 
Endeavor Union in Wise County dur- 
ing her six years there. She next 
worked in communities near Dublin 
and in 1940 was employed to teach 
Bible in the Dublin Elementary School. 





ALBEMARLE PLANS CHURCH 


WASHINGTON, N. C. — Albemarle 
Presbytery met in First Church here 
with the Rev. C. Irving Lewis, pastor 
of First Church, Goldsboro, serving 
as moderator. A commission was ap- 
pointed to organize Faith Church in 
Wilson Dec. 4. Presbytery also adopt- 
ed a recommendation that the Eden- 
ton-Calvary field be divided and that 
Edenton be made a _ single-church 
field. Calvary would be served by 
supply ministers. 


NEW COLLEGE DORMITORY 
PLANNED AT SCHREINER 


KERRVILLE, Texas — Trustees of 
Schreiner Institute have taken pre- 
liminary steps leading to construction 
of a new fireproof dormitory for 48 
college students. It will relieve the 
limitations on the capacity of board- 
ing students caused by the loss by 
fire last summer of a portion of the 
West Barracks. 


The Board also authorized naming 
of the new building in honor of L. A. 
Schreiner of Kerrville, son of the in- 
stitute’s founder and treasurer of the 
Board since 1923. Plans are being 
prepared by J. Eugene McKee, Austin 
architect. President Andrew Eding- 
ton said construction will be author- 
ized to begin in time to have the dor- 
mitory ready for occupancy in Sep- 
tember 1961. 





PRESBYTERIALS MEET 


RALEIGH, N. C. — Granville Pres- 
bytery Women of the Church held 
their annual meeting at Milner Me- 
morial Church here. Speakers includ- 
ed the Rev. Richard Gammon, pastor 
of First Church, Greenville; the Rev. 
W. D. McInnis, pastor of the First 
Church, Henderson; and the Rev. Rich- 
ard Morgan, professor of Bible at 
Peace College. 





MURPHY, N. C. — Officers named 
by Women of the Church of Asheville 
Presbytery at their annual meeting 


here include: Mrs. F. A. Plummer of 
Asheville, president; Mrs. R. C. Sam- 
ple of Hendersonville, vice-president; 
Mrs. M. L. Williams of Black Moun- 
tain, recording secretary; and Miss 
Elizabeth Hoyt of Montreat, historian. 
Speakers at the meeting included Dr. 
G. Aiken Taylor, Miss Elizabeth Wil- 
son and Mrs. D. R. Freeman. 





FAYETTEVILLE, N. C.—Women of 
the Church of Fayetteville Presbytery 
held their annual meeting at First 
Church here with the following speak- 
ers on the program: the Rev. Richard 
Gammon, pastor of the Greenville 
First Church; the Rev. Leighton B. 
McKeithan, Jr., executive secretary of 
the Presbytery; Mrs. Lacy Godwin of 
Fayetteville, president of the Women 
of the Synod; Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, 
pastor of the host church; Mrs. John 
C. McKinnon of Laurinburg; Mrs. 
Charles Ross of Lillington; the Rev. 
Cheves K. Ligon of Southern Pines; 
the Rev. Robert O. Freeman of Row- 
land and Mrs. Julian B. Hutaff of 
Fayetteville. 





SETS TENURE RECORD 

CLINTON, S. C. — Presbyterian 
College’s President Marshall W. Brown 
now has the distinction of being the 
PC president with the longest term 
of office. He has served 15 years 
and 8 months. The previous record 
was held by the late Dr. Douglas M. 
Davidson, who brought Marshall Brown 
to the PC faculty in 1925. He served 
15 years and six months, beginning in 
1911. 





Centers of Christian Witness Sorely Needed in Israel 


witness. 


own living. 





3. The means to provide needy 
with proper shelter, food and clothing. 


4. An Eventide Home for aged Hebrew Christian im- 
migrants no 
many of whom have no homes of their own. 


We earnestly appeal to Christians to pray for us as we 
seek to meet the following urgent needs in Israel: 


1. A Pastoral ministry amongst Hebrew Christians that 
will strengthen their faith and consolidate their 


2. A program of training Hebrew Christians and sup- 
plying them with tools to enable them to earn their 


Hebrew Christians 


longer able to care for themselves, 


5. Adequate centers for the work of The International Hebrew Christian 
Alliance in which Hebrew Christians can find fellowship and outreach. 


Will you pray for us as we promote our witness for Christ on 4 Continents 
and in 13 Countries including Israel? Please send your gift in support 
of this urgent ministry. Further information on request. Address com- 


munications to: 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, Inc. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B. D., Secretary 


5630-P North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, IL 





ALL PRESBYTERY CHURCHES 
SLATE ORPHANAGE VISITS 


HENDERSONVILLE, N. C. — At 
its Fall Adjourned Meeting held here 
October 18, Asheville Presbytery heard 
that every church in the Presbytery 
will have been visited, by Thanksgiv- 
ing, by a deputation team on behalf 
of the Mountain Orphanage, a chil- 
dren’s home supported exclusively by 
the Presbytery. 


The every-church visitation program 
was approved by the Presbytery as a 
“different” way to get the work of 
the home before Presbyterians through- 
out the Asheville area. It began in 
August under the sponsorship of a 
special committee chairmaned by Dr. 
G. Aiken Taylor. The deputation 
teams consist of a member of the or- 
phanage board, a member of the staff 
and two young people who bring per- 
sonal testimonies. 


The Presbytery also heard from the 
pastor of the host church, Dr. Warren 
Thuston, that the congregation was 
planning an around-the-clock prayer 
circle throughout the night before and 
during the day of the national elec- 
tions, November 7-8. 


Mr. Don McKenzie, Superintendent 
of the Mountain Orphanage, was elect- 
ed moderator-in-nomination for the 
next meeting which will take place 
Jan. 17, at Montreat. 





LAYMAN—from p. 1] 


the person called on to fulfill the oc- 
cupational tasks of our day. How 
much more is spiritual endurance a 
necessity for the Christian! We can- 
not hope to escape contaminating con- 
tacts, but by God’s grace wickedness 
should be identified in its stark reality 
by the light of Jesus Christ reflected 
in the lives of His own. 


And standing out as man’s eternal 
hope is the Gospel. Christ said: “And 
this Gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness 
to all nations; and then shall the end 
come.” 


It is the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
which is the cure for man’s sin. It 
is the message of cleansing and re- 
demption which changes men’s hearts. 
It is the story of the Cross in all of its 
beauty and in the fullness of its im- 
plications which is God’s one answer 
and man’s one hope. 


And this witness is being preached. 
The Church stands as a witness. The 
preached Word is foolishness to the 
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world but still God’s way of bringing 
men to Christ. Christians are living 
epistles to be read and known of all 
men. The Holy Spirit is striving with 
men. The Word of God is available 
and those who turn to it in simple 
faith learn of the One who saves — 
the One who died, who lives, and who 
is coming again. This witness exists 
around the world today. 


Christian endurance is not easy. All 
the forces of he!l are arrayed against 
those who believe. But there is an 
anchor, a norm, a sure foundation not 
orly for our faith but also for our 
daily living. The Christian must be- 
lieve and he must have a reason in his 
heart for the faith in him. 


It is not easy to resist trends. It 
is most difficult to refute the wise 
and the learned. But when Satan 
tempts us through philosophies which 
are vain we should recognize them for 
what they are. In our own time one 
soul-searing philosophy has been that 
all things are relative, that nothing is 
absolute. Building on this premise 
evil men have taught that sin is not 
an offense against God, that behavior- 
istic patterns vary from time to time 
and from peoples to peoples and that 
wrong doing is only that which is an 
offense to the majority opinion at a 
particular stage in history. 


But God is absolute and His truths 
are also absolute. The principles of 
the Ten Commandments continue and 
man breaks them only to find himself 
broken. 


The fact is that the world has suc- 
cumbed to godlessness stemming from 
the innate sinfulness of the human 
heart which finds itself incapable of 
coping with the satanic pressures all 
about. 


But the situation is not hopeless. 
“But where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound”: and it remains 
for the Christian to appropriate to him- 
self the divine resources for this con- 
flict which is even to death — the 
death of self and the triumph of the 
risen and indwelling Christ. 


The whole armor of God is available 
for defense against “the unseen power 
that controls this dark world, the spirit- 
ual agents from the very headquarters 
of evil” (Phillips) and Satan still flees 
before the thrusts of the Sword of the 
Spirit. 

In these days of multiplying wicked- 
ness Christians must not only stand 
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— STANDARD 


for the 


younger 





generation 


Christian learning is fun with colorful, educational books. 

Hours of fun and things to do with Standard Bible based activities. 
Stories, projects and games in a variety of new books. 

Written and illustrated especially for girls and boys. 


“TIME TO PRAY” 
Teaches how to tell time and simple prayers to 
be used anytime. Metal hands on cover 
move easily. 24 pages, full-color 
illustrations. Order 3240.......... $1.00 





SE : “BIBLE 1-2-3's" Ie (>) . 
"(Cw Entertaining book for youngsters learning to (2) Pp : 
: ‘ count. Teaches Bible story recognition as well . E 
as numbers. 24 pages, full-color 
illustrations. Order 2725....$ .50 
Is 


“BABY JESUS ABC STORYBOOK" 
Delightful way to help teach children ABC's. 
Matches letters of the alphabet with life of 


\ 2 Baby Jesus. Pictures in delicate colors. . 
i > oe | Se vineani ose < 





“SURPRISE” STORYBOOKS 
Fold-up pictures of things to see. Simple prayers for 
each story can be learned easily. ... $1.00 each 


“House Full of Prayers”—-Order 2922 
“Ark Full of Animals” —Order 2707 
“Garden Full of Prayers’—Order 290 1 





“HOLIDAY SPECIAL!! 





“Bible Stories for Little Folk” (Old and New 
Testament) 2736. 

‘Bible Stories about Jesus” (Life of Christ) 2735. 
Each magnificent volume contains 44 favorite 
stories with a full-page, full-color picture illus- 
trating each story. Accompanied by Scripture 
x n references. Beautiful gifts for boys and girls. 
a - ; Both Books—Only $3.75 


PJ-1160 





ae From your Bookstore, or 
$iU STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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against the tide, they must carry the 


battle to the enemy. In thus doing 
they will bring comfort and hope to 
others and themselves “endure unto 
the end.” 





NOT SOVEREIGN—from p. 9 


ereignty. What will the revisionists 
do with these? Is man really dead in 
sin so that redemption depends on the 
divine initiative of life-giving grace? 
Or is man not dead in sin so that he 
can of himself exercise his good judg- 
ment and choose the way of life with- 
out first being regenerated? Can he 
then persevere in righteousness in his 
own strength? If so, he is essentially 
his own saviour. If not, he can have 
no assurance of heaven. What is the 
revisionist position on these points? 
Surely the revisionist cannot repeat 
the psalm, “Blessed is the man whom 
thou choosest, and causest to approach 
unto thee” (65:4); for the psalmist 
sings of sovereignty. 


Revision of chapter three alone is 
impossible. The Confession teaches a 
system of doctrine. Each part is im- 
plicated in each other part. Presby- 
terian ordination requires acceptance 
of this system. A revision would ex- 
press a different system, a different 
religion, a different God, a different 
human nature, and a different Lord 
and Saviour. 


* * * * 


Dr. Clark is Professor of Philosophy, 
Butler University, Indianapolis, Ind. 


please pray 


for the nine million 
people in the 
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May 6 through June 5/1961 


DR. BOB PIERCE. President 
WORLD VISION, INC., 
Box 0, Pasadena, Calif. 
or Worid Vision of Canada, 

Box i81-K, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 








Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS 


7. Worship — True and False 
DO YOU KNOW—How we should worship God? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Psalm 24:3-4; John 4:24. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about our worship of God? 
THINGS TO REMEMBER: God tells us how we come into His 
Presence. Psalm 100:1, 2, 3, 4; John 4:23-24; Philippians 3:3. 


FALSE WORSHIP 


Genesis 4:3. Cain brought some —__ __ _____ of the ground as 
eT ee to the Lord. Cain did not bring his 
very best fruit, but only some of his usual harvest. Cain gave 
to the __ __ __ __ only because it was time to give, and because 


he thought he had to give. 


TRUE WORSHIP 

Genesis 4:4. Abel brought of the 
(first born lambs) of his Abel brought his very 
best to the __._.____. Abel loved the Lord and worshipped 


Him from his heart. God wants us to worship Him because we 
love Him. 


CAIN’S ANGER — THE FIRST MURDER 


Genesis 4:4, 5. The ____ __ __ had respect unto __ __ __ __, 
but unto Cain He had not ____ _____ __ __ __. Cain was very 
wroth (angry). 

Genesis 4:8, 16. Cain rose up against _.__ ___ __ and__ ___ __ __ 
him. Cain was punished for his act by being sent away from God. 
eee ey ee of 
the Lord.” 


TRUE AND FALSE (Mark T after TRUE statements and F 


after FALSE statements.) 
Abel offered fruit to God. 
We should worship God because we love Him. 
Cain did not bring his best offering. 
Abel offered his best lambs to God. 
Cain was angry with God and Abel. 
God punished Abel. 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
The fifth book in the New Testament is called the Acts of the 


(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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THE STORY OF THE REFORMA. 
TION, by William Stevenson. John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 206 pp. 
$3.50. 


Here is a book where form and con- 
tent blend in most happy fashion. In 
nine chapters the reader is taken 
through the various countries of 
Europe whence the Reformation 
made its most decisive impact, 
and sixteenth century history is pre- 
sented in such a way that information 
becomes stimulation. In the general 
presentation of events situations 
emerge which invite further reading 
within a more limited realm, and it is 
an attractive feature of the book that 
material for further pursuit of the 
theme is suggested under Notes and 
Acknowledgements. 


Noteworthy are critical observations 
at the end of most chapters in which 
the author offers an evaluation of the 
facts presented, as when he discusses, 
for instance, “the limitations of Lu- 
theranism” as well as “the legacy it 
bequeathed to the world.” The chap- 
ter dealing with the Anabaptists is 
also immensely readable as these much 
maligned people, so often judged only 
by the excesses of their extremists, are 
presented within a more objective his- 
torical frame. 


In the closing chapter on “Our Re- 
formation Heritage’ Mr. Stevenson 
aptly says: “Protestantism has some- 
times been criticized for overemphasiz- 
ing the preaching ministry, but at the 
time of the Reformation the most 
clamant necessity was the need of in- 
struction in the faith. That need has 
not yet passed, and one of the Church’s 
paramount duties is still the true 
preaching of the Word.” 


—Ludwig R. Dewitz, Ph.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





THE STORY OF THE SCOTTISH 
REFORMATION, by A. M. Renwick. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids. 176 pp. $1.25. 


This book, dedicated to a description 
of the Reformation in Scotland, is a 
timely contribution to the commemora- 
tion of the events which led to the ac- 
ceptance of the Confession of Faith 
in Edinburgh 400 years ago. 


Beginning with a well documented 
chapter on the condition of the pre- 
Reformation church, Dr. Renwick, pro- 
fessor of Church History at the Free 
Church College, Edinburgh, describes 
vividly the conflict as it involved all 
classes of men, was fraught with po- 
litical tension at home and abroad, 
became intensified in the personal en- 
counter of John Knox and Mary, Queen 
of Scots, until reformed doctrine 
finally won the day. Dr. Ren- 
wick ends his account with the year 
1573, well aware of the fact that it 
would need another book to tell of the 
hundred years when the gains of the 
former struggle had to be consolidated, 
and we hope that a further volume 
will appear continuing the story of the 
Reformation in Scotland until Stuart 
rule came to an end in that country. 


A helpful feature of the book is the 
fact that the description of historical 
events is undergirded by quotations 
from reformed writings such as the 
Scots Confession and the First Book 
of Discipline. While a popular pres- 
entation, such as is given in Dr. Ren- 
wick’s book, must seek to avoid un- 
necessary additions, it appears that 
a few more detailed remarks in re- 
gard to the pressures put on the Queen 
by her French relations and the mon- 
etary manipulations of the Scottish 
nobles might have elucidated a few 
points more clearly. However, as it 
stands, the book gives a very interest- 
ing and thought provoking account of 
the Scottish Reformation. 


—Ludwig R. Dewitz, Ph.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





THE TYNDALE BIBLE COMMEN- 


TARIES, General editor, R. V. G. 
Tasker. Eerdmans Publ. Co., Grand 
Rapids. 


The TYNDALE COMMENTARIES 
constitute a series, in 20 volumes, of 
commentaries on the New Testament 
by outstanding evangelical scholars. 
Prepared for laymen as well as min- 
isters, the series is not as detailed or 
technical as a companion series, THE 
NEW INTERNATIONAL COMMEN- 
TARY, but it does not suffer for lack 
of expository or exegetical attention. 
As a matter of fact, all of the com- 
mentaries in the TYNDALE series are 
more exegetical than homiletical. 


Three recent volumes are: 
(Vol. 4) THE GOSPEL ACCORD- 


ING TO ST. JOHN, by R. V. G. Tasker. 
237 pp. $3.00. 


The professor of New Testament 
Exegesis in the University of London 
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believes that John, the son of Zebedee, 
if not the actual writer of the Fourth 
Gospel, stood close behind the author. 
The Gospel of John “contains, not the 
imaginative reflections of some second- 
century mystic, but the testimony of 
one of the original apostles to the life 
and teaching of Jesus.” Tasker is 
careful not to draw too sharp a dis- 
tinction between the doctrinal frame- 
work of John and the historical frame- 
work of the Synoptics. He finds a 
logical and helpful compatibility be- 
tween them which many critical au- 
thors pretend to be missing. 


(Vol. 11) THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 
TO THE PHILIPPIANS, by R. P. 
Martin. 186 pp. $3.00. 


The Professor of Dogmatic Theology 
at the London Bible College describes 
Philippians as “a document of exhor- 
tation in which the apostle, himself 
facing the severe trial of impending 
martyrdom, rallies his beloved Philip- 
pians to share steadfastly with him 
the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings, 
and to remain true and loyal in the 
face of their adversaries.”” With most 
other commentators, Martin finds that 
the keynote of the letter is the joy 
of Christian experience under all con- 
ditions and circumstances—as well as 
in suffering. 


(Vol. 12) THE EPISTLES OF 
PAUL TO THE COLOSSIANS AND 
TO PHILEMON, by Herbert M. Car- 
son. 112 pp. $2.00. 


The Vicar of St. Paul’s Church, 
Cambridge, treats of Colossians as a 
polemic against early Gnosticism and, 
especially, against the dualistic aspect 
of that philosophy which sought to 
obtain fullness of salvation in asceti- 
cism (law-keeping, such as rigorous 
observances and prohibitions). Carson 
sees the Apostle Paul meeting the in- 
fluence of this false teaching by turn- 
ing his reader’s attention to the 
Person and Work of Christ. Christians 
do not need any higher teaching in 
order to achieve perfection, according 
to the author, for in Christ they are 
complete. 


Philemon is interpreted as a mes- 
sage, not only to an individual but to 
the whole Church as well. It was the 
(then) radical Christian approach to 
the institution of slavery which the 
apostle expounded: “Here the master- 
servant relationship is not denied; but 
it is caught up into a new relationship 
which transmutes the former. . . . In 
Christ both master and servant stand 
together.” 

—G. Aiken Taylor 


MINISTERS 


David W. A. Taylor, Bristol, Va., 
has been called to be Executive Sec- 
retary of Enoree Presbytery. 
James MacKenzie, from Edenton, N. 
C., church to the Kirkwood church, 
Kannapolis, N. C. 


Robert W. Boston, Kansas City, Mo., 
to the Northminster church, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

William E. Newton, from Decatur, 
Ga., to the Second Church, Clarks- 
ville, Tenn. 


Henry E. Acklen, from Houston, 
Tex., to the First Church, Memphis, 
Tenn. 

John W. Largent, Jr., from Port 
Charlotte, Fla., to the St. Paul 
church, Tampa, Fla. 

Donald A. Campbell, from Burke- 
ville, Va., to the New Providence 
church, Raphine, Va. 

Robert E. Pollock, from Selma, N. 
C., to the Drewry’s Bluff and Ampt- 
hill churches, Richmond, Va. 

Robert D. Thom, Jr., from St. Louis, 
Mo., to the Community Church, For- 
syth, Mo. 

James F. Anderson, from Mt. Holly, 
N. C., to the Ft. Walton Beach and 
Destin churches, Ft. Walton Beach, 
Fla. 

John K. Mann, from Cape Charles, 
Va., to Elkins, W. Va. 





LETTERS 
RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS 


I thought you might be interested 
in what has happened in Pensacola 
. The student body of one high 
school consists of almost two thousand 
young people. Numerous clubs and en- 
richment programs are offered. A new 
club was offered this year, called Teens 
for Christ. More than two hundred 
and fifty students signed up for this 
club, resulting in the highest enroll- 
ment of any single club in school .. . 
The next largest enrollment was for 
Hi-Y, which I understand is based on 
Christian ideals . . . Perhaps the so 
called “atheists” don’t want God men- 


tioned in the schools, but in Pensacola 
the students do! 


—Mrs. I. J. Mosley 
Pensacola, Fla. 





HOW “PRESSURE” WORKS 


A short while ago a letter of mine 
to Time magazine on the church-state 
issue was printed. I have been dis- 
mayed by the flood of mail that I have 
received. That which came from Ro- 
man Catholics has been very revealing 
and horrifying in its violence and pro- 
fane reaction... 


—(Rev.) C. R. Stegall, Jr. 
Shalimar, Fla. 


In 1949 we had two lines or so in 
LIFE in which we commended the 
magazine for a fair treatment of a 
specific Protestant theme. We were 
deluged with letters for weeks from all 
over the country. The violence, vi- 
tuperation and profanity were horrify- 
ing, and revealing. We wrote LIFE 
about it. LIFE printed the second 
letter and the deluge repeated itself. 
—Ed. 





THE INTERPRETER’S 
BIBLE AGAIN 


Concerning your criticism of THE 
INTERPRETER’S BIBLE comment on 
Micah 6:8, may I point out that the 
comment you deplore is almost word- 
for-word quotation of I John 4:20... 
I should sincerely like to know where 
your objection lies. Is your disagree- 
ment with the commentator’s word 
“first”? If so, I think it ought to be 
said that he credits his reader with 
knowing that I John 4:20 is preceded 
by I John 4:19 . . . The commentator, 
if I may venture, had no intention of 
denying this. 


—Sam Curtis Patterson 
Richmond, Va. 


Since our esteemed reader asked for 
an answer, we will endeavor to reply. 
John said, “He that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen?” 
The I. B. said, “We are not likely to 
love God whom we have not seen un- 
less we first come to love man whom 
we can see.” We doubt that the 
Apostle had in mind that the hori- 
zontal relationship (love of man) is the 
pathway to the vertical relationship 
(love of God); that to discover man as 
brother is the way we discover that 


God is Father. We rather believe that 
the Apostle meant to say that love of 
man is a test of our love of God.—Ed. 





LET MONA LISA “COMMUNICATE!” 


The cartoon (Oct. 19) concerning 
the possible revision of the Confession 
of Faith is one of the most misleading 
editorial statements I have ever seen 
in your paper ... The explorations for 
revision currently under way in our 
Church are not conducted by a suspect, 
incompetent, schismatic group, as your 
cartoon seemed to indicate. There is 
a duly appointed ad interim committee 
of our General Assembly diligently ex- 
amining the possibility of revision. 
This does not mean that such will au- 
tomatically be forthcoming . . . The 
actual painting of the Mona Lisa is 
now roped off in an enclosure, pro- 
tected under glass and guarded by two 
watchmen. Thus, tragically, it is great- 
ly removed from the very world which 
comes there seeking its communication 
of truth and beauty. Perhaps those 
who guard every word of the Confes- 
sion of Faith as inviolable likewise are 
contributing to its inability to always 
speak with full relevance and meaning 
to the seeking Church as well. Might 
not the Holy Spirit speak to those who 
are endeavoring to enable the Confes- 
sion to speak pertinently to the 
twentieth century, as that Spirit did 
to those saints who originally set it 
forth with relevance to the seventeenth 
century? 


—William E. Thompson 
Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Va. 





POTPOURRI 


I have only just started my sub- 
scription to the Journal, but I have 
admired from afar for some years 
your fearless tackling of present day 
trends, and your courageous defense 
of the faith that counts. 


—/(Rev.) Robert F. Paxton, Jr. 
Northfork, W. Va. 





People like to say they have an open 
mind; but with some of them it’s hard 
to find the opening. 





WANTED 
Contact with anyone desiring po- 
sition as Church D. C. E. Write 
“D.C.E.” First Presbyterian Church, 
Talladega, Alabama. 





PAGE 24 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / NOVEMBER 9, 1960 





